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[bookmark: _Toc385576646]Purpose and Need for Proposed Action
[bookmark: _Toc385576647]Introduction
The Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) and VA National Energy Business Center (VANEBC) is evaluating the prospect of generating on-site renewable energy at the Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System (CAVHCS). The VA and VANEBC undertook a Feasibility Study at the CAVHCS East and West campuses in Montgomery and Tuskegee, AL. Multiple locations throughout the facilities were assessed to determine their potential for solar photovoltaic (PV) systems (NOVI, 2013).
The proposal to install a solar PV system at CAVHCS is a federal action subject to the procedural requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 United States Code 4321 et seq.). NEPA requires federal agencies to consider environmental consequences in their decision-making process. The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) issued regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508) to implement NEPA that include provisions for both the content and procedural aspects of the required environmental analysis. The VA complies with NEPA and CEQ implementing regulations in accordance with 38 CFR Part 26 (Environmental Effects of the Department of Veterans Affairs Actions). 
The VA prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze potential direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts of solar PV system installation (proposed action). For purposes of comparison, this EA also evaluates the impacts of not installing a solar PV system (no action alternative). There are no other alternatives analyzed in detail, but the alternate sites for solar PV system installation that were considered and eliminated from further analysis are briefly discussed in Section 2.3. This EA meets VA’s compliance requirements under NEPA and provides the necessary information for VA to make an informed decision regarding the proposed installation and use of a solar PV system at Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System.  
[bookmark: _Toc385576648]Purpose and Need for Proposed Action
Specific laws and executive orders require federal agencies to reduce energy consumption and improve energy efficiency through the use of alternative fuels and renewable sources. The National Energy Conservation Policy Act serves as the underlying authority for federal energy management goals and requirements. Signed into law in 1978, it is regularly updated and amended by subsequent laws, the most recent being the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007(EISA). Executive Order (EO) 13423, Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management, updates prior energy management practices and goals, such as reducing energy intensity by three percent (%) annually through 2015 or by 30% by 2015, and requiring that at least half of the statutorily required renewable energy consumed annually is from new renewable sources (came into service after January 1, 1999). The EO directs federal agencies to implement renewable energy generation projects on agency property for agency use.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The VA has a need for reliable energy at its health care facilities while pursuing options for reducing energy demand and cost. The VA must also meet the renewable energy goals established by laws and executive orders. The purpose and need for installing and operating a solar PV system at CAVHCS (proposed action) would be to meet EO 13423, EISA 2007 goals through on-site installation of a renewable energy generation system, and to reduce the amount of electrical energy needed from commercial sources. 
The final location of the solar PV system would be determined in coordination with the selected contractor using appropriate criteria such as location, roof support, access to electrical hook-up, access to water for maintenance washdown, orientation, period of sunlight, and absence of obstructions to solar access. The final system configuration would allow automatic operation without operator intervention.  
[bookmark: _Toc385576649]Location of Proposed Action
The CAVHCS consists of two campuses in Central Alabama, the West Campus in Montgomery, and the East Campus in Tuskegee. Together both campuses serve over 134,000 veterans in southeastern Alabama and western Georgia (NOVI, 2013). The West Campus is on 52 acres in an urban location with one main hospital building, and a number of smaller support buildings (Figure 1). The buildings are arranged in a campus-type setting. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc385576692]Figure 1. Location of CAVHCS West Campus in Montgomery, AL (Source: ESRI, 2010) 
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[bookmark: _Toc385576650]Proposed Action and Alternatives
[bookmark: _Toc385576651]Proposed Action – Alternative A
The proposed action is the installation and operation of a rooftop-mounted solar PV system at the CAVHCS Montgomery Campus. Individual PV cells are semiconductor devices that convert sunlight into electricity. Cells are connected together to form modules that, in turn, are combined and connected to form arrays of different sizes and power output. Solar PV arrays are commonly installed on roofs or mounted on the ground. There are three main types of panels used in photovoltaic systems: monocrystalline silicon panels; polycrystalline silicon panels; and thin-film panels (building integrated PV). There are also different methods of PV panel installations that affect the cost and performance of the system: rack-mounted PV array (ground or roof); solar-tracking PV array; pole-mounted PV array; and “carport” PV array.
The solar PV system proposed for CAVHCS under Alternative A, the Proposed Action, consists of rooftop-mounted PV arrays, inverters, and ancillary equipment to connect to the building electrical system. The PV arrays provide direct current (DC) power at a voltage depending on the configuration of the arrays. An inverter is required to convert the DC to alternating current (AC) of the desired voltage compatible with building and utility power systems, and provide important safety, monitoring, and control functions.  Power produced by the Solar PV system would offset internal power loads but would not feed back into the existing electrical service i.e., there would be no Net Metering.
The solar PV system would be mounted on the rooftop of Building 1, which serves as the main hospital, and would consist of four different panel systems (Figure 2). The building has a flat roof under three years old. The proposed solar PV system would tie into the facility’s main switchgear or one of three low voltage transformers in the courtyard, approximately 360 feet from the building (NOVI, 2013). 
Construction permits may be required for solar PV installation, and all relevant building and other municipal codes would need to be met. The design and construction contractors would be responsible for applying for all local and state permits.

[image: ProjectLocation_Fig1_100Phoenix]
[bookmark: _Toc385576693]Figure 2. Proposed Locations of Solar PV system (Sites 1 and 2) (Source: ESRI, 2010)

[bookmark: _Toc385576652]Alternative B – Parking Lot Site
The CAVHCS facility has a small, southern-facing parking lot on the southern edge of campus behind the Main Hospital building where a canopy style solar PV system could be installed over the current parking area (Figure 2). The system would include about 135 panels. 
The parking lot contains a few trees along its perimeter; however, the trees would have little impacts on potential solar values.  No parking spots would be eliminated. 

Electrical energy generated from the solar PV system would be interconnected to the facility’s main electrical equipment approximately 150 feet from the parking lot or one of the three low voltage transformers in the courtyard. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc385576694]Figure 3. Potential Canopy-Style PV System Area
[bookmark: _Toc385576653]No Action Alternative
The no action alternative would be to not install a solar PV system at CAVHCS. CAVHCS would continue to receive all required energy from the local commercial utilities. The no action alternative would not meet the purpose and need of achieving renewable energy goals through on-site installation of a renewable energy generation system.
[bookmark: _Toc385576654]Alternatives Considered and Eliminated
All sites identified in the Feasibility Study for a solar PV system are examined in detail in this EA. The study included rooftop and ground locations. Location criteria for rooftop or ground-mounted solar PV arrays included availability of space, illumination indices, required site modification, and facility staff input. 
The installation of a solar thermal system was considered but dismissed. Solar Thermal systems convert solar radiation energy into thermal energy that can then be stored and used for water heating, space heating, or power generation. Solar thermal power generation is applicable to much larger scale projects than single facility energy needs. At CAVHCS, a solar thermal system would need to be installed on the roof, but the hot water heating system is located in the basement. The cost to run a solar thermal system which can connect into the hot water system would be prohibitive.
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[bookmark: _Toc385576655]Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences
[bookmark: _Toc385576656]Introduction
The existing environmental conditions serve as a baseline from which to identify and evaluate potential changes or impacts attributable to the proposed action and alternatives (i.e. affected environment). Baseline environmental conditions were identified from aerial photos, existing documents, data from planning and resources agencies’ websites, and communications with VA personnel.  
The intent of NEPA is to focus the analysis on the human (i.e. physical, biological, and social) environment potentially affected by the federal action. Resources and attributes of the human environment that are not present on or in the vicinity of CAVHCS, or that would not be affected by the proposed action or alternatives are not discussed. Table 2 lists these resources and provides the rationale for excluding them from further description and from impact analysis. Measures that will be incorporated into the proposed action to avoid or minimize adverse impacts are described in the specific resources sections in this chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc385576689]Table 1. Resources or Attributes Not Described or Evaluated
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Resource/Attribute
	Rationale for Excluding from Evaluation

	Air Quality
	Solar PV systems are passive electric power generation systems. There is no combustion of material that might generate emissions. While there may be the emission of some fugitive dust during construction and panel washdown, it would be of a de minimis amount and duration that would not be expected to impact surrounding air quality.

	Aviation/Radar
	The solar PV system would not affect flight patterns or radar communication used by aircraft. 

	Community Service
	No public services, facilities, or utilities would be altered that could affect the community. 

	Economic Activity
	The overall estimated construction costs and short time for construction would not affect the local economy. Although construction workers may patronize nearby businesses, any short-term beneficial effect to the economy would be negligible. No new employees would be required to operate and maintain the solar PV system, although there would likely be a long-term contract for annual or semi-annual cleaning of the panels. 

	Environmental Justice
	The proposed action would not have significant adverse impacts, and therefore, any low income or minority populations that may be in the vicinity of the CAVHCS would not be disproportionately affected. 

	Floodplains, Wetlands, and Coastal Zones
	Installation of a rooftop system would not impact floodplains or wetlands. There are no floodplains or wetlands in the immediate vicinity of the parking lot site (Alternative B). The CAVHCS is not located within the state coastal zone and would not impact environmental issues of focus within that jurisdiction.

	Geology and Soils
	Installation of a rooftop system would not impact geology or soils. Should Alternative B be selected, installation of a canopy-style solar PV system would occur on already impervious surface (ie, a paved parking lot). Geology and soils would not be impacted. 

	Hydrology and Water Quality
	Installation of a rooftop system would not impact hydrology or water quality. Installation of a canopy-style solar PV system would occur on already impervious surface (ie, a paved parking lot). Hydrology and water quality would not be impacted. 

	Land Use
	Installation of solar PV system would not impact existing or planned land use.

	Potential for Creating Substantial Controversy
	Use of renewable energy sources is generally viewed by the public as favorable. The installation of solar PV arrays would not likely create any negative controversy for the VA. 

	Real Property
	The solar PV system would be within the boundaries of CAVHCS; no change in land ownership, boundaries, or tax values would occur. 

	Transportation and Parking
	A rooftop location would not displace or disrupt any parking areas, travel lanes, or roads at or near CAVHCS. Several parking spaces may be temporarily blocked during installation of the canopy-style solar PV system under Alternative B, but this impact would cease upon completion of installation. 

	Vegetation and Wildlife
	A rooftop location for the proposed solar arrays would not impact wildlife or vegetation. Vegetation and wildlife would not be impacted by installation of a canopy-style solar PV system on an already impervious surface. No trees would be removed. 

	Environmental Regulations
	The installation and operation of the solar PV system would comply with applicable regulations.  

	Resident Population
	The operation and maintenance of the solar PV system would be expected to have little effect on the workforce at the CAVHCS. While several residential neighborhoods are adjacent to the site, the addition of a solar PV system should constitute a minimal if any change to this resource.



[bookmark: _Toc385576657]Aesthetics/Visual Resources
[bookmark: _Toc385576658]Existing Environment
CAVHCS consists of buildings and parking lots on a maintained, landscaped campus located in a semi-urban area of Montgomery. The group of buildings is clustered around the center of campus, with the landscaped lawns generally encircling campus. The campus sits on a topographic high (USGS, no date), and therefore the roof of the campus buildings are generally not visible from surrounding areas. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576659]Impacts of Alternative A - Proposed Action
The installation of rooftop solar panels would have little impact to the appearance of the buildings pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the immediate vicinity. They would not block or diminish the view from the central buildings outward to the landscaped lawns. Aesthetically, in general, people view solar panel applications as a necessary step in upgrading the nation’s overall use of electric power and how that power is generated. Therefore, impacts would be expected to be less than significant.
[bookmark: _Toc385576660]Impacts of Alternative B
Impacts to aesthetics under Alternative B would be similar to those anticipated under Alternative A – Proposed Action. The construction and installation of a canopy-style solar PV system would only present a minor alteration of views of an existing parking area.  
[bookmark: _Toc385576661]Noise
[bookmark: _Toc385576662]Existing Environment
The current background noise at CAVHCS is typical of what one might expect at a medical installation. Typical sounds are created by pedestrian and vehicular traffic, supply delivery, grounds maintenance, and the operation of facility equipment. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576663]Impacts of Alternative A - Proposed Action
Solar panels are passive generators of electricity. Under normal operations, they should generate no sound. The only sounds to be expected would be during PV installation and maintenance. Installation sounds could cause local disturbance in the floors immediately beneath where the equipment would be installed. These sounds could be annoying but would be of short duration. Construction would occur after standard hospital hours to reduce noise-sensitive receptors. Little noise would be expected from routine washdown maintenance. The overall impacts from such noise would be below any typical threshold of significance. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576664]Impacts of Alternative B 
Impacts to aesthetics under Alternative B would be less than those anticipated under Alternative A – Proposed Action. The parking lot is not immediately adjacent to the hospital building and any noise associated with installation of the solar PV system would therefore have less impact on noise-sensitive receptors.   
[bookmark: _Toc385576665]Utilities
[bookmark: _Toc385576666]Existing Environment
Electric power is currently distributed to the West Campus via Alabama Power Company. Current electric usage at is an average of 1,081,091 kWh per month (NOVI, 2013). The facility’s peak demand is about 2.5 MW. Additionally, the facility has two emergency generators for critical loads. The emergency generators have a capacity of 440 kW each.   The West Campus facility’s primary electric distribution switchgear is located indoors within Building 53 which is located near the southern edge of the building. This distribution switchgear serves the electric energy requirements of all the facility buildings in the campus. Electric utility meters are also located in this building. Power is distributed to individual 12470/480/277 V transformers located at each building or groups of buildings. 
The West Campus’s central boiler plant is located towards the southeastern side of campus and houses the facility’s steam boilers within Building 14. The boiler plant includes three natural gas-fueled fire tube boilers. Two boilers are 13,000 lb/hr capacity and one is rated at 5,000 lb/hr capacity.  All three were installed in 1974. Saturated steam is generated at about 80 psig and supplied to various buildings throughout the campus for medical system operations, comfort heating, laundry facilities, humidification, and cooking. Steam is reduced to low pressures at individual buildings and is supplied to air handling units, steam to hot water converters, and other ancillary systems. 
Condensate is returned to the boiler plant condensate return system where it is pumped to the deaerator. Operators estimate the condensate return is at a low percentage. 
Instantaneous steam-to-domestic-hot-water heat exchangers are primarily used to produce domestic hot water in most of the buildings. Remaining buildings use storage-type natural gas heaters. 
The facility’s central chiller plant is located at the southwestern end of the facility. The plant includes four chillers: two are rated 20 RT and one is 350 RT. The site also has one 200 RT chiller that has been decommissioned and will be replaced with another 200 RT-rated chiller in the near future. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576667]Impacts of Alternative A - Proposed Action
Installation of the proposed PV system would produce 61,200 kWh annually. This would have a small positive impact in reducing facility electric utility costs and in reducing electric demand on the local electric utility provider.  Table 2 provides the monthly breakdown of energy that would be generated by the solar energy system for this site. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576690]Table 2. Generation of Energy By Rooftop Solar Array (Novi, 2013)
	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Solar Radiation (kWh/m2/day)
	4.44
	4.04
	5.02
	5.64
	5.68
	5.04
	5.26
	5.40
	5.48
	5.65
	3.95
	3.45

	AC Output (kWh)
	4,687
	3,844
	5,296
	5,759
	5,989
	5,149
	5,543
	5,699
	5,591
	5,962
	4,036
	3,643

	Total (kWh)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	61,200



During solar panel installation, the contractor would coordinate with the VA regarding any necessary utility disruptions in order to minimize impacts to the patients and staff. It is likely that the solar PV system would connect to a local panel, which would not disrupt power to the entire facility. 
Although energy production would be only a small fraction of the annual power needs of the CAVHCS West Campus, there would still be the direct benefit that a solar PV system would generate electricity on-site and thus reduce utility purchases. Additionally, it would help the VA begin addressing the energy efficiency needs described in Section 1.2. If the proposed action were to be implemented, its overall impact on utilities at the CAVHCS West Campus would be negligible, though somewhat beneficial. Impacts on utilities are expected to be less than significant.
[bookmark: _Toc385576668]Impacts of Alternative B
Installation of the proposed PV system under Alternative B would produce 37,063 kWh annually. This would have a small positive impact in reducing facility electric utility costs and in reducing electric demand on the local electric utility provider.  Alternative B would have less of a positive impact than Alternative A. Table 3 provides the monthly breakdown of energy that would be generated by the solar energy system for this site. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576691]Table 3. Generation of Energy By Ground Mounted Solar Array (Novi, 2013)
	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Solar Radiation (kWh/m2/day)
	2.33
	2.87
	3.31
	4.86
	5.07
	5.04
	4.83
	5.13
	4.54
	4.27
	2.99
	2.60

	AC Output (kWh)
	1,970
	2,190
	93
	3,976
	4,292
	4,126
	4,090
	4,345
	3,719
	3,616
	2,445
	2,202

	Total (kWh)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	37,063



Impacts would be anticipated to be similar to those of Alternative A; however, beneficial impacts would be decreased. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576669]Solid Waste
[bookmark: _Toc385576670]Existing Environment
The removal and proper off-site disposal of solid waste, including potentially hazardous medical waste, is currently handled by a licensed local contractor.  
[bookmark: _Toc385576671]Impacts of Alternative A - Proposed Action
The PV system installation contractor would be required to clean up all waste material remaining after the installation, including any disturbed roofing material. The roof has been replaced recently, so it is not expected to find roofing material containing asbestos, during construction. There may be a small increase in waste generated from the construction phase but that would be short term. With the implementation of best management practices in the handling of waste material generated from the proposed action, there would be no impact to the environment from solid waste generated from installation.  
[bookmark: _Toc385576672]Impacts of Alternative B
Impacts under Alternative B are anticipated to be similar to impacts under Alternative A. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576673]Resident Population
[bookmark: _Toc385576674]Existing Environment
The existing maintenance workforce at the CAVHCS is currently meeting the maintenance needs of the facility.
[bookmark: _Toc385576675]Impacts of Alternative A - Proposed Action
The possibility exists that maintenance requirements for either the PV system or the roof mounts could increase to some degree due to the need to monitor the pitch pockets for the mounting structure and how that might impact roof integrity as well as the need to periodically washdown the PV cells. If workforce is not added, then a maintenance contract may be added. Neither of these events would be considered significant.
[bookmark: _Toc385576676]Impacts of Alternative B 
Impacts to the resident population under Alternative B are anticipated to be similar to Alternative A. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576677]Cultural Resources
[bookmark: _Toc385576678]Existing Environment
Cultural resources include archaeological sites, or historic structures, and are regulated under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA). The Alabama Historical Commission is the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) which is responsible for reviewing effects to cultural resources from federal actions. 
The proposed site is within to the Montgomery Veterans Administration Hospital Historic District, listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2012 (AHC, 2012). The district consists of 26 buildings and structures built in the Colonial Revival and Classical Revival. The district is a prime example of a Second Generation VA Hospital, those that were built to cater to the veterans of World War I, and focused on rapid rehabilitation and healing (AHC, 2012).
[bookmark: _Toc385576679]Impacts of Alternative A - Proposed Action
The proposed action would have minimal impact on the Montgomery Veterans Administration Hospital Historic District since it would not diminish the integrity of any of the historic buildings. Consultation was initiated with the SHPO, as required by Section 106 of the NHPA, and the VA will perform mitigation, if necessary, as a result of the consultation. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576680]Impacts of Alternative B
Impacts under Alternative B would be anticipated to have no impacts to historic resources, as the solar PV system would be installed over an existing, non-historic parking structure. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576681]Environmental Consequences of No Action Alternative
Current operations would continue at CAVHCS West Campus and energy needs would continue to be provided by the local utility companies. Taking no action would mean that the visual appearance of the site would not change, no change to the historic district would be made, no noise would occur, and no solid waste or potential asbestos-containing materials would need to be disposed. 
The no action alternative would not satisfy the purpose and need for the proposed action. The VA would still need to seek ways to address specific laws and executive orders requiring federal agencies to reduce energy consumption and improve energy efficiency through the use of alternative fuels and renewable sources. 
[bookmark: _Toc385576682]Cumulative Impacts
This section describes the impacts to the environment that may potentially occur because of the additive (i.e. cumulative) effects of implementing the proposed action with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time. 
No major changes to the mission, new facility construction or expansion are planned for the CAVHCS. The West Campus does have future plans to re-roof buildings 1, 4, 6, 7, and 8, but this will not affect the load data analysis. 
	Solar Photovoltaic System
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Installation of a solar PV system would result in minor cumulative improvements to the natural resources utilized by the CAVHC but would not contribute in a significant way to any cumulative impacts to resources in the vicinity of the West Campus.
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[bookmark: _Toc385576683]Persons and Agencies Contacted
Program staff from the VA organizations were contacted and consulted to obtain data and information in the preparation of this EA. The following people and organizations were contacted: 
FEDERAL
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 4
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303-8960

U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service Region 4 - Southeast
1875 Century Boulevard, NE Suite 400
Atlanta, GA 30345

Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Field Office
Southeast Region, Alabama
1208 B Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526-4419 

STATE 
Alabama Natural Heritage Program
1500 East Fairview Ave
Huntingdon College, Cloverdale Campus
Montgomery, AL 36106-2148

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
M. Barnett Lawley
Commissioner of Conservation
Hobbie L. Sealy
Assistant Commissioner of Conservation
64 N. Union Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Alabama State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
State Historic Preservation Officer
AL Historical Commission
468 South Perry Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900

Alabama Department of Transportation
1409 Coliseum Blvd. 
Montgomery, Alabama 36110

LOCAL
City Hall – Montgomery
103 North Perry St.
Montgomery, AL 36104

City Hall – Tuskegee
1106 Notasulga Road
Tuskegee, AL 36083

Montgomery County
100 South Lawrence St.
Montgomery, AL 36104

Macon County
207 North Main St.
Tuskegee, AL 36083

[bookmark: _Toc385576684]
Consultation and Public Outreach
[bookmark: _Toc385576685]Agency Letter
May 1, 2014

From:	Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System
	215 Perry Hill Road
	Montgomery, Alabama 36109

To All Addresses: 

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 4
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303-8960

U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service Region 4 - Southeast
1875 Century Boulevard, NE Suite 400
Atlanta, GA 30345

Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Field Office
Southeast Region, Alabama
1208 B Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526-4419 

Alabama Natural Heritage Program
1500 East Fairview Ave
Huntingdon College, Cloverdale Campus
Montgomery, AL 36106-2148

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
M. Barnett Lawley
Commissioner of Conservation
Hobbie L. Sealy
Assistant Commissioner of Conservation
64 N. Union Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Alabama State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
State Historic Preservation Officer
AL Historical Commission
468 South Perry Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900

Alabama Department of Transportation
1409 Coliseum Blvd. 
 Montgomery, Alabama 36110

City Hall – Montgomery
103 North Perry St.
Montgomery, AL 36104

City Hall – Tuskegee
1106 Notasulga Road
Tuskegee, AL 36083

Montgomery County
100 South Lawrence St.
Montgomery, AL 36104

Macon County
207 North Main St.
Tuskegee, AL 36083


RE: Draft Environmental Assessment, Proposed Solar Photovoltaic System, Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System (CAVHCS), Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Director:

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) and is conducting investigation and analysis of environmental issues and effects that could result from the development and operation of a rooftop mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) system at the CAVHCS in Montgomery, Alabama. The purpose for implementing the Proposed Action is to meet federal policies for the reduction of energy consumption and improved efficiency through the use of renewable sources at Federal facilities.
Analysis of the alternatives in this EA complies with NEPA, CEQ regulations, and DoD Instruction 4715.9. The EA also addresses all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to:
· National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
· Archeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA)
· Clean Air Act (CAA)
· AFI 32-7040, Air Quality Compliance
· Clean Water Act (CWA)
· Endangered Species Act (ESA)
· Pollution Prevention Act (PPA)
· Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)

The EA identifies, documents, and evaluates the potential environmental effects of Alternative A (the Proposed Action – installation of a roof-mounted solar PV system), Alternative B (installation of a canopy-style solar PV system over an existing parking lot), and the No Action Alternative. The following environmental resources were identified for evaluation at the CAVHCS Montgomery facility: noise; aesthetics and visual resources; cultural and historical resources; utilities; resident population; and solid/hazardous waste. It was concluded that, with the use of appropriate best management practices and appropriate mitigation, the construction and operation of the Proposed Action will not likely have direct or indirect adverse effects on any of these resources, nor will it contribute substantially to cumulative impacts on these resources.
Enclosed are one CD ROM copy of the Draft EA for your review. The public comment process under NEPA is typically 30 days. Please provide comments or questions on this Draft EA as soon as possible directly to:
Marissa Resnick
Senior Environmental Analyst
Mangi Environmental Group
31 Briarwood Lane, #8
Marlborough, MA 01752
(508) 410-2727
mresnick@mangi.com
Sincerely,

Dorothea McBride
CAVHCS Public Affairs Officer
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Public Announcement 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) headquarters in Washington, DC proposes to locally install, operate, and maintain a solar photovoltaic system at the Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System (CAVHCS) VA Medical Center at the West Campus, 215 Perry Hill Road, Montgomery, Alabama 36109 to support energy mandates and requirements outlined by existing laws, statues, and executive orders. In response to remain compliant to these energy mandates and requirements, an Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared by a VA consultant.

The EA is now available to the public for review and comment at the CAVHCS VAMC Public Affairs, 215 Perry Hill Road, Montgomery; Alabama 36109 for 30 days prior to final decision-making. Documents can also be downloaded from: (www.centralalabama.va.gov ). Review comments about the EA may be directed to:

Ms. Marissa Resnick
Senior Environmental Analyst
Mangi Environmental Group
31 Briarwood Lane, #8
Marlborough, MA 01752
(508) 410-2727
mresnick@mangi.com

All other questions about the project not pertaining to the EA may be addressed by mail to Mrs. Dorothea McBride, 215 Perry Hill Road, Montgomery, Alabama 36109 or by email to Dorothea.McBride@va.gov. Deadline for comments is May 22, 2014.
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List of Preparers
This Environmental Assessment has been prepared by the Department of Veterans Affairs, National Energy Business Center with contractual assistance from Mangi Environmental Group, Inc. The following individuals were primarily responsible for preparing and reviewing the document: 
Marissa Resnick
Senior Environmental Analyst
Project Manager, Senior Reviewer

Julie Sepanik
Senior Environmental Analyst
Technical Author

Chelsie Romulo
GIS Specialist
GIS/Maps
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